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United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona Essay Competition
Celebrating Centenarians: the 21st Annual Salute to Centenarians

There are over 79,500 people 100 years or older living in the United States today, according to U.S.
Census Bureau reports.  Local demographers estimate that there are currently about 150 centenarians living in Pima County.
The 21st annual Salute to Centenarians is a unique community-based event to honor Pima County centenarians and their families and also celebrate the annual observance of Older Americans Month.  The Salute to Centenarians brings together the largest known group of centenarians in the United States.

It is fitting to celebrate the lives of our community elders who have lived to enjoy their long lives to the fullest! 
Together on the occasion of the gathering, centenarians and their families will share some of their special memories that span two centuries and salute Tucson’s living links to history.

Call for Presentations: Thoughts on Aging

Pima Council on Aging (PCOA), the designed Area Agency on Aging for Pima County’s older adults and their families, Tucson Medical Center and community partner organizations are issuing a call to young adults for presentations on the topic of ‘Thoughts on Aging.’  

Young adults, 18-21 years of age, who are pursuing (educational training for) careers or are already engaged in a career in Health and Human Service disciplines serving the elderly.
The winner will be asked to give an oral presentation during the 21st annual Salute to Centenarians event on Friday, May 2, 2008, at the Tucson Medical Center Marshall Auditorium.
MATERIALS TO BE SUBMITTED
1. Double-spaced narrative form on 8.5 x 11 white paper in 12 point type with one inch margins.
2. Create a 5 minute (approximately 750 words) oral presentation around the theme of “Thoughts on Aging.”
3. Pages should be numbered, but not stapled. Each page should include a header with the name of the presenter/author.
4. All presentations must be received in the mail or hand-delivered to Pima Council on Aging, 8467 E. Broadway Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85710, no later than 5:00 pm on Friday, March 28, 2008.  No presentations will be accepted by Fax or E-mail. The selected presenter will be notified by Monday, April 14th.  For more information contact Sharon Gartner, (520) 903-9000 extension 420 or sgartner@unitedwaytucson.org.  
RECOGNITION 
1. Applicants will compete for a $150 cash prize.

2. 21st Annual Salute to Centenarians certificate 

A distinguished review panel will judge each presentation on the quality of its conceptual framework, and its relevance to envisioning a vibrant future in the field of aging. 

Presentation Requirements  

      1.
The presentation should contain reflections about what young adults think about aging issues, and how these 
might relate to their selection of a future career in serving the elderly.
· Introduce self

· Perception of aging issues

· How do you see our Centenarians as Living Links to history?

      2.
The finalist will be requested to meet the Committee prior to the celebration.
The winning presentation will be creative, honest, stimulating, inspiring and informative and will expound on the views of the presenter as he/she pursues a career focused on serving the aging population.
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