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United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona Named 

 “Partner of the Year” by the IRS
TUCSON, AZ (October 27, 2010) –The United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona was named by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) as its 2010 “Partner of the Year”  for the Phoenix Territory, which covers all of Arizona and New Mexico. 

IRS representative and Territory Manager Tracey Banks presented the award to United Way on Tuesday, October 26, and thanked the organization for its “service to the community” and “forward thinking.” 

“We are very excited and pleased to announce the United Way is the recipient of this annual award,” said Banks.  “United Way is the partner that contributed most to the territory’s mission.”

United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona serves low-to moderate-income families by preparing state and federal tax returns free of charge through its Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program, ensuring participants receive all the tax credits they are entitled to, which helps them keep more of their earnings. The organization also offers wraparound services, such as online screenings for programs, such as nutrition assistance and healthcare options as well as referrals for financial counseling.
“This award could not have been possible if not for the dedicated staff and volunteers who spend countless hours helping bring financial stability to individuals and families who need it the most,” said United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona president and CEO, Tony Penn.   “The VITA program is an example of United Way at its best, bringing community partners together to advance the common good.” 

In 2010, United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona and its partner agencies filed nearly 8,000 tax returns for families and individuals in Southern Arizona, which brought back nearly $11 million in refund dollars to the community, and saved $5 million dollars in Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), the number one tool for lifting children out of poverty.  The 346 volunteers also helped families save an estimated $1.9 million in tax preparation fees.   
“We commend the United Way for its outreach to the community, and the quality of the tax returns,” added Banks.  “Southern Arizona is financially stronger and more stable because of the programs provided by United Way and it partners.”
For more information on the VITA program, including information on volunteering, please contact Mike Elder at United Way at 520-903-3974 or melder@unitedwaytucson.org.

###
United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona is working to advance the common good, creating opportunities for a better life for all by focusing on the three key building blocks of Education, Income and Health.  United Way is dedicated to creating long lasting community change by addressing the underlying causes of the most significant issues.  Our focus areas include: helping children and youth achieve their potential, promoting financial stability and independence, and improving people’s health.  Living United means being a part of the change.  Give Advocate Volunteer.  Live United.  For more information about the United Way, please visit unitedwaytucson.org.

